
 

AMST3683 Intro to Digital Humanities / MC4360 Intro to Digital Communications 

Spring 2018 

Wednesdays 4:30-7:10pm  

Classroom: MCB 2323 

 

Professor: Stacy Takacs (stacy.takacs@okstate.edu) 

Co-Instructor: Jason Collington, Web Editor, Tulsa World  

You can direct message either of us through Slack by typing this command: /dm @[name] 

Tulsa Office Hours: Wednesdays 2-4 pm (Main Hall 2215) 

STW Office Hours: TR 10:45-12:00 pm (Morrill Hall 311E) 

Or by appointment (email for options) 

This course is a collaboration between American Studies and the School of Media and Strategic 
Communications  

For info about the American Studies, see:  

OSU American Studies Website: amst.okstate.edu  

AMST Facebook community <www.facebook.com/AMSTOSU> 

AMST Twitter Feed: @AMSTOSU 

For Info on Media and Strategic Comm, see: https://media.okstate.edu/  

 

Course Description 

This course is designed to introduce you to the tools and techniques you will need to navigate 
an increasingly complex world of digital information. Rather than assuming digital tools dilute or 
pervert rational thought, we will explore how best to use these resources to produce meaningful 
and rigorous knowledge about the world. The approach will be project-based, meaning that you 
will learn by doing. Some activities will be small and localized—attempts to learn key tools by 
applying them to subjects you are interested in; other activities will be directed toward the larger 
collective project of the course, which will be to build a multimedia timeline of key encounters 
and events in the life of folk singer Phil Ochs for the staff at the Woody Guthrie Center. Since 
“tinkering” can be a process fraught with failure, and we want to encourage you to take risks, 
you will be assessed in two ways: (1) on the quality of what you produce and (2) on the quality 
of your reflections about the process, which you will post to your own Wordpress blog (project 
#1). If things go wrong, the reflection is a chance to take stock of how that happened and 
strategize about ways to overcome problems in the future. If you do that well, it will compensate 
for a less than stellar outcome.     

In a nutshell, the aims of the course are as follows: 

• To introduce students to basic methods of social, historical and cultural analysis, 
including data collection, primary and secondary source discovery and analysis, 
standards of evidence, and styles of argumentation 
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• To develop the information literacy skills students need to navigate today’s digital 
environments 

• To build skills in planning, developing, and implementing digital and multimedia projects 
using a variety of Web 2.0 tools 

By the end of this course, students will be able to:  

• Think critically about standards of evidence, argumentation, and presentation when 
writing for the web  

• Find, analyze, and evaluate digital primary and secondary source materials and 
determine when and how to use them (or not) 

• Credit and cite all sources appropriately and in accordance with copyright law, including 
images, sound clips, video clips, blog posts, and quotations or summaries.  

• Plan and produce multimedia research projects using easily available Web 2.0 tools. 
More specifically, you will be able to:  

• Create and manage a Word Press Blog   

• Edit and Write for Wikipedia  

• Create and Curate an Online “Brand”  

• Create, Edit and Distribute Blog Posts, Infographics, Timelines, Videos, and 
Audio Podcasts 

Course Texts 

• There are no required textbooks to purchase for this course. However, for would-be 
journalists, I’d highly recommend: Briggs, Mark. Journalism Next. 3rd ed. Sage, 2015. 

• Readings will consist of a combination of articles and online resources that you will 
access through the course blog  

• Student blogs will also be required reading and should be thought of as such--plan to 
read your peers’ posts and comment on them as you would with a scholarly source. See 
below for details of the blogging assignment 

Technical Requirements & Prerequisites 

Students do NOT need to be computer whizzes to succeed in this course. You DO need to 
have regular access to a computer with an internet connection and some basic skill with 
word processing and web browsing. For workshops, we will use a computer lab on campus, 
but you are encouraged to bring laptops or tablets with you to all classes if you have them.  

Everyone should bring a memory stick for saving your work; alternatively, learn how to use 
the online storage options OSU provides. Googledrive and Dropbox.com also provide free & 
easy to use storage space within limits (15 GB for Googledrive; 2GB for Dropbox). When we get 
to working with audio and video later in the semester, you should bring a pair of headphones.  

All of the tools we will use in this course are designed for easy accessibility and user-
friendliness. College students should have no trouble manipulating either the hardware or the 
software. You must be open to tinkering, however. You will be required to problem solve 
some technical issues on your own; if you have a low threshold for frustration with computers, 
this might not be the course for you. Having said that, you will have the instructors and a class 
full of peers to fall back on should problems arise.  
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Communication Policy 

We will use a public course blog and the workplace collaboration app Slack for information 
delivery and course discussion.  

• Course blog: https://amst3683.wordpress.com. We’ll discuss this on day 1. 

• Slack community: amst3683.slack.com. You will be sent an invitation to join; click the 
link and follow the instructions. 

You should follow the Slack channel #announcements to receive course announcements and 
updates in a timely fashion (set your notifications to alert you to new items). Use the slack 
channel #questions to ask questions about the course, #ochs to share materials related to our 
final project, #resources to share info about new tools, projects or archives of interest to the 
group, and #chatter to, well, chatter off-topic about whatever. 

For questions, I am regularly available via email (stacy.takacs@okstate.edu) or Slack direct 
message: @stacy.takacs. Give me at least 24 hours to respond to your queries before sending 
additional messages. Professor Collington is a busy man with a full time job other than this one, 
so please contact him sparingly using the DM function on Slack: @jason.collington.  

• If you have questions about the course--due dates, meeting times, assignments for the 
week, etc.—review all materials FIRST; only then post it to #questions on Slack.   

• If you have technical questions, run a search for online tutorials or discussion threads 
first; post to #questions second; contact an instructor only AFTER these other avenues 
are exhausted.  

Assignments and Due Dates  

Assignment instructions can be found on the course blog or vie the Slack #assignments 
channel. Due dates are indicated on both the Syllabus and in the instructions.  

• Unless otherwise indicated, blog posts should be presented on your personal 
course blog and completed before class. Do not post them on the central course 
blog.  

• Comments, when requested, should be delivered on your peers’ blogs, not on your 
own or on the central course blog. Due dates will vary for comments. 

• Other assignments should be submitted as instructed. Details of where and when to 
submit can be found in the instructions for each assignment.  

• It is the responsibility of the participant to make sure all assignments are 
submitted correctly and on time. If you have a technical problem that impedes 
delivery, email me as soon as possible. 

• I have little sympathy for the “computer ate my homework” excuse. You should 
save copies of your work as you go and submit materials well before the deadline to 
avoid getting in those situations!  

Late Assignment Policy 

Late assignments, of whatever type (blog posts, reflections, comments, projects), will be docked 
the equivalent of a letter grade for each 24 hour period that passes after the deadline. After 48 
hours, late submissions will not be accepted, and the student will receive a 0 for the 
assignment.   
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Changes to the Syllabus 

Pending class progress or unforeseen developments, we may need to modify the syllabus and 
requirements to make the class more functional. Such changes will be rare, and you will be 
notified of any such changes in advance via the Slack #announcements channel.  

 

Course Requirements 

 

Attendance & Participation (150 points; 15% of course grade) 

• Students are expected to attend every class and participate actively in class discussions 
and workshops.  

• Excessive absence will result in a failing grade for the course, and more than 2 absences is 
considered excessive!  

• Poor participation is also grounds for failure. This is a hands-on course with a collaborative 
final project. Active participation is required.  

Blog Posts and Comments (20 points each; 200 points total; 20% of course grade) 

We will use a public Word Press blog for reflective writing and discussion in this class. Each 
participant will set up and tend his or her own blog, which will be linked to the central course 
site. We will create a “blog roll” containing all course blogs during week 1; you should include 
this blog roll on your own page for easy access to your peers’ thoughts. Detailed instructions 
and assessment criteria can be found on the Course Blog or on the #assignments channel.  

Resource Collection (50 points total, 5% of course grade)  

You will be assessed on your contribution to our community of inquiry. This will involve regularly 
posting information about digital tools, projects, and resources you find, as well as primary and 
secondary source materials related to the Phil Ochs project(s) at the center of the course. 
Deposit your materials to the shared notebooks on Evernote (we’ll discuss this in week 2), then 
“point to” them using the #resources or #ochs channels on Slack. As we all get more 
comfortable with Slack, we can try integrating Evernote and Slack, so that the “pointing” is 
automated. We’ll see how it goes.  

Evaluation for this assignment will be holistic and come at the end of the semester: Did you 
make regular contributions? Were they useful contributions or distracting? Did you advertise the 
new materials appropriately on Slack? If you post often, with high quality materials, and 
communicate that via Slack, you get 50; if you slight one of these criteria, you get 40; if you 
slight two of these criteria, you get 30; if you don’t meet any of these criteria, you get 0. Ask me 
any time if you have concerns about the quality and frequency of your contributions. If it were 
me, I’d try to post one new thing per week and link it to my other homework. For example, when 
you do your tool analysis for the blog, put that tool in the “tools” notebook of Evernote.   

Wikipedia Editing (200 points or 20 % of course grade) 

You will learn about the behind the scenes processes that make Wikipedia, the online crowd-
sourced encyclopedia, run. Once you have a good sense of how Wikipedia monitors, evaluates, 
edits, and codes entries, you will (among other things) contribute 300-600 words to a page or 
pages related to the folk singer Phil Ochs. This means you need to be collecting knowledge and 
information about Ochs before we do the assignment, so be on the lookout for Ochs-related 



resources to add to the “Phil Ochs” Evernote notebook. Detailed instructions and assessment 
criteria can be found on the Course Blog or on the #assignments channel 

Audio Clip (100 points or 10% of your course grade) 

On 3/14, you will learn how to conduct and record an effective subject interview. You will then 
be asked to edit the material, and any relevant atmospheric sounds, into a 1-3 minute story. 
Detailed instructions and assessment criteria can be found on the Course Blog or on the 
#assignments channel as the date nears. 

Multimedia Slideshow or Video Clip (100 points or 10% of your course grade) 
On 3/28, you will learn how to take photos and capture video for a multimedia story. You will 
then be asked to edit the material, along with additional photos or sounds as needed, into a 1-3 
minute story. Detailed instructions and assessment criteria can be found on the Course Blog or 
on the #assignments channel as the date nears. 
 
Collaborative Multimedia Timeline (200 points or 20% of your course grade) 

The capstone project in this course will be the creation of a multimedia timeline about the folk 
singer Phil Ochs, his life and works. We will develop the look and feel of this timeline in 
conjunction with staff at the Woody Guthrie Center, and we will complete the project as a group. 
It will involve the real-world application of the skills accumulated to this point in the class.  

If you don’t know anything about Phil Ochs, he was a topical song-writer, leftist crusader, 
antiwar activist, and acerbic critic of establishment politicians of all stripes. He worked from the 
mid-1960s until 1976 when he took his own life after a long battle with bipolar disorder and 
alcoholism (fair warning: we will discuss his mental illness and suicide; if that troubles you, see 
me). Some of his most famous songs include “I Ain’t Marching Anymore,” “The War is Over” and 
“There But For Fortune.” If you do not care for his specific brand of leftist politics, that’s ok. 
Every good knowledge project needs balance, and that’s what you can bring. The job is to help 
our partner organization tell Ochs’ story to the public, so, ultimately, what we individually 
think about him is less important than the needs of our “client.” They need us to dig for 
information about Ochs, both online and off, and to package it in an accessible way for public 
consumption.  

Detailed instructions can be found on the Course Blog or on the #assignments channel as the 
date nears. You will be assessed as a class on the overall content and quality of the project 
(100 pts), but also as individuals for the level and quality of your participation and your reflective 
“postmortem” essay (100 points total). Grading criteria and rubrics to follow.  

Academic Honesty  

All work you turn in for this class must be your own work. We will discuss extensively how and 
when to properly cite source materials, and you will be expected to put that knowledge into 
action. Incidents of minor plagiarism—including failure to cite your sources properly—will result 
in remediation on the first offense; after that, you will fail the course. Any violation of copyright 
law—unauthorized use of imagery, audio, or video content from the web, for example—is also 
grounds for course failure. Consult OSU’s Office of Academic Affairs for more information on the 
University's Academic Integrity policy and see the OSU Library’s “Copyright Basics” page for 
help recognizing and adhering to copyright law.  

The public nature of our work in this course raises the stakes for plagiary--you will not only fail 
the assignment; you may face legal penalties. So, please pay attention, and put what you’ve 
learned into action.  
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Special Needs and Disabilities  

If you have a disability, physical or otherwise, you must register with the appropriate liaison in 
the Student Disability Services Office (204 North Hall; 918-594-8354 in Tulsa; 315 Student 
Union; 405-744-7116 in STW). Once you have registered, I will be happy to accommodate your 
needs as far as possible.  

Grade Breakdown 

Attendance & Participation    15%    (150 points)   

Blog  20%    (200 points) A=90-100% 

Resource Collection  5%    (50 points)  B=80-89%  

Wikipedia Project 20%    (200 points) C=70-79%  

Audio Clip 10%    (100 points)  D=60-69%  

Slideshow/Video clip 10%    (100 points) F=00-60%  

Multimedia Timeline Project 20%    (200 points)   

Total 100% (1000 points)  

 

Course Schedule 

• Do all assigned readings (Read), website visits (View) or other assignments (Listen, 
Watch, Do)  before you come to class or participate in online conversations. 

 

1/17 Introduction 

Questions: What is Digital Literacy? What do we mean by Digital Humanities? What will you 
learn in this course?  

Read:  

• “Digital Humanities,” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_humanities  

• “Digital Literacy.” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_literacy   

• Tristan Ferme, “Beyond 800 Words: New Digital Story Formats for Journalism.” BBC 
News Labs, 26 September 2017, https://medium.com/bbc-news-labs/beyond-800-words-
new-digital-story-formats-for-news-ab9b2a2d0e0d   

• Dean Reick. “The Ultimate Blogger Writing Guide.” copyblogger (blog), Nov 2008, 
http://www.copyblogger.com/blogging-writing-guide/  

• Paul Bradshaw. “Starting a Blog? 12 Ideas for Great Blog Posts.” Online Journalism 
Blog, 20 Jan 2012, https://onlinejournalismblog.com/2009/02/04/starting-a-blog-12-
ideas-for-blog-posts/  

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 2: Blogging and Microblogging.” Journalism Next, pp. 45-53, 
68-78. 

Resources:  

• Learn Word Press Tutorials, https://learn.wordpress.com  

• College of William & Mary, “Word Press Tutorials,” 
http://at.blogs.wm.edu/tutorials/wordpress-tutorials/ (beginning tutorials) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_humanities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_literacy
https://medium.com/bbc-news-labs/beyond-800-words-new-digital-story-formats-for-news-ab9b2a2d0e0d
https://medium.com/bbc-news-labs/beyond-800-words-new-digital-story-formats-for-news-ab9b2a2d0e0d
http://www.copyblogger.com/blogging-writing-guide/
https://onlinejournalismblog.com/2009/02/04/starting-a-blog-12-ideas-for-blog-posts/
https://onlinejournalismblog.com/2009/02/04/starting-a-blog-12-ideas-for-blog-posts/
https://learn.wordpress.com/
http://at.blogs.wm.edu/tutorials/wordpress-tutorials/


• Word Press Codex, https://codex.wordpress.org/Working_with_WordPress (advanced 
instructions and help) 

• CodeAcademy, https://www.codecademy.com/ (for free online instruction in HTML, CSS 
and other coding basics. For the advanced user).  

Skills Workshop: Blogging; Writing for Online Venues 

Blog Post:  Write a “digital life assessment” based on the digital media survey we will take in 
class. How much experience do you have with digital media of communication? What is your 
comfort level with technology and tinkering? Would you consider yourself a digital native, digital 
immigrant, digital expert, digital novice, digital incompetent, or what, and why? What skills do 
you hope to gain in this course, and what do you want to accomplish? Everyone should write a 
short, informal post of roughly 200-500 words and publish it on their blog, ideally by the end of 
class. By Sunday 1/28, read your peer’s blog posts and add comments to at least two of them.  

From now on, look to the course blog (https://amst3683.wordpresss.com) or the Slack 
channel #assignments (https://amst3683.slack.com) for Blog prompts.  

 

1/24 Do Digital Tools Make Us Smart or Stupid?  

Questions: What are the “affordances” of various digital media platforms? What are their 
limitations? How can we best use these platforms given the answers to those questions? 

Read:  

• Nicholas Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?”  

• Clay Shirky, “Why Abundance is Good: A Reply to Nick Carr” 

• Carr, “Why Skepticism is Good: My Reply to Clay Shirky” 

• Shirky, “Why Abundance Should Breed Optimism: A Second Reply to Nick Carr”  

Listen: Acquire the podcasting habit! The following “TED Radio Hour” snippets can be 
viewed/listened to online (click the links), or try downloading them and listening on your phone 
using a podcasting app. Both are about 9 min long.  

• Laura Galante, “Are All of Us Vulnerable to Fake News?” 

• Eli Pariser, “Beware of Online Filter Bubbles?”  

For help identifying and using podcast apps, see Jordan McMahon, “The Beginner’s Guide to 
Podcasts, Wired.com July 27, 2017: https://www.wired.com/story/podcasts-beginners-guide/ 

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 1: We Are All Web Workers Now.” Journalism Next. 

Resources:  

• Kelly Shrum, “Beyond Google Searching”  <http://teachinghistory.org/digital-
classroom/ask-a-digital-historian/24089> 

• T. Mills Kelly, “Finding: Search Engine-Dependent Learning”  

Skills Workshop: Effective online searching; Evaluating websites; Digital Tools for Managing 
Research  

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; Due before class today (1/24). 
We will comment in class.  

 

1/31  Digital Archives and Resources  
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Questions: What is data for a humanist/journalist? Where and how do we find it? What ethical 
considerations are involved in preserving, copying and using data for our own projects? 

Read:  

• Trevor Owens, “Defining Data for Humanists.” Journal of Digital Humanities vol. 1, no. 1, 
2011, http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/1-1/defining-data-for-humanists-by-trevor-
owens/  

• Kenneth Goldsmith, “Archiving is the New Folk Art.” Harriet Blog. 1 April 2011, 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2011/04/archiving-is-the-new-folk-art    

• Meg Kribble. “What do Public Domain and Creative Commons Mean?” Harvard University 
Library, 21 July 2017, https://guides.library.harvard.edu/c.php?g=310751&p=2072816  

• Victor Baeza, “Copyright Basics.” OSU Edmon Low Library, 
https://info.library.okstate.edu/c.php?g=152024&p=998497  

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Ownership, Copyright and Fair Use.” Journalism Next, pp. 157-158. 

Resources: 

• I have “archived” three useful videos about copyright at my YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqIW-smWD67oantfe9rvVdCjAkuHu1WBw  

• “Copyright Frequently Asked Questions.” Teaching Copyright, 
https://www.teachingcopyright.org/handout/copyright-faq.html   

• “Fair Use Worksheet.” University of Minnesota Library, 
https://www.lib.umn.edu/copyright/fairthoughts -- Need to test whether you can use an 
artifact? This worksheet steps you through the process. 

• Wordpress Guide to Finding Free Images <https://en.support.wordpress.com/add-
media/finding-free-images-and-other-media/> 

Skills Workshop: Searching the Public Domain; Running a Copyright test; Making an 
Infographic 

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; Due before class today (1/31). 
We will comment in class.  

 

2/7 Digital Identity and Social Media  

Questions: How do social media differ from other sorts of media? How do these differences 
affect the production and circulation of knowledge/opinion? What can be done to manage/ filter 
online information? What can we do to better manage and secure our online identities?  

There may be some changes to the readings in this unit. Consider these a first draft. 

About Social Media:  

• danah boyd. “Social network sites as networked publics: Affordances, dynamics, & 
implications,” 2010, https://www.danah.org/papers/2010/SNSasNetworkedPublics.pdf  

• Pew Research. “Social Media Fact Sheet.” 12 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/social-media/   

Producing/Curating Your Online Identity:  

• Katherine Brooks, “Digital Dirt: Managing Your Online Identity.” PsychologyToday, 8 
Feb. 2012, https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/career-transitions/201202/digital-dirt-
managing-your-online-identity  
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• Take the Note to Self podcast’s “Five Day Privacy Challenge,” 
https://project.wnyc.org/privacy-paradox/ -- start a week early! It’s based on an email 
newsletter and requires transmit time. 

Social Media for Research and Publication: 

• Peterson, Andrea. “Three Charts that Explain How U.S. Journalists Use Social 
Media,” The Washington Post. May 6, 2014. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-
switch/wp/2014/05/06/three-charts-that-explain-how-u-s-journalists-use-social-media/. 

• Ed Summers. "#FreddieGray: Social Media Imagery in the Archive." Medium. 25 April 
2015, https://medium.com/on-archivy/freddiegray-1c332bca11a0  

• Mike Ashenfelder. “Reality Check: What Most People Do with Their Personal Digital 
Archives.” The Signal: Digital Preservation. May 15, 
2013. https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2013/05/reality-check-what-most-people-actually-
do-with-their-personal-digital-archives/. 

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 2: Blogging and Microblogging.” Journalism Next, pp. 54-67, 
79-89. 

The following “TED Radio Hour” snippets are also optional but recommended. They address 
issues of relevance to this week’s discussion and might be used as fodder for the blog post. 

• Jennifer Golbeck, “What Can Companies Predict from Your Digital Trail?” 

• Kevin Slavin, “How Algorithms Shape Our World” 

• Glenn Greenwald, “Why Should We Care About Keeping Secrets?” 

Skills Workshop: Setting up social media accounts; privacy settings, two-factor authentication, 
and other security settings; using social media for data collection, writing and publication  

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; Due before class today (2/7). 
We will comment in class.  

 

2/14 Intro to Wikipedia  

Questions: How does Wikipedia work? How might we contribute to the enterprise and learn 
about Phil Ochs at the same time?  

Watch: American Masters: “Phil Ochs There But For Fortune.” PBS, 23 Jan. 2012, available at: 
https://youtu.be/xxIxmvI-HHU (as of 1-12-18, let me know if it gets pulled) 

Read:  

• Jonathan Zittrain. “The Lessons of Wikipedia,” 
https://cyber.harvard.edu/iif/sites/iif/images/FutureoftheInternetch6.pdf   

• Caitlin Schneider, “Discover History’s Coolest Women Who Are Missing from Wikipedia, 
22 June 2016,  http://mentalfloss.com/article/81952/discover-historys-coolest-women-
who-are-missing-wikipedia  

• Hossein Darakhshan, “How social media endangers knowledge,” Wired Magazine 19 
Oct. 2017, https://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-
knowledge/  

• “Help: Introduction to Policies and Guidelines.” Wikipedia.org, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Introduction_ to_policies_and_guidelines  

 

https://project.wnyc.org/privacy-paradox/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2014/05/06/three-charts-that-explain-how-u-s-journalists-use-social-media/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2014/05/06/three-charts-that-explain-how-u-s-journalists-use-social-media/
https://medium.com/on-archivy/freddiegray-1c332bca11a0
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2013/05/reality-check-what-most-people-actually-do-with-their-personal-digital-archives/
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2013/05/reality-check-what-most-people-actually-do-with-their-personal-digital-archives/
What%20Can%20Companies%20Predict%20From%20Your%20Digital%20Trail%3F%20%20Listen%20%20Queue
https://www.ted.com/talks/kevin_slavin_how_algorithms_shape_our_world?referrer=playlist-the_dark_side_of_data
https://www.npr.org/2015/01/23/377716623/why-should-we-care-about-keeping-secrets
https://youtu.be/xxIxmvI-HHU
https://cyber.harvard.edu/iif/sites/iif/images/FutureoftheInternetch6.pdf
http://mentalfloss.com/article/81952/discover-historys-coolest-women-who-are-missing-wikipedia
http://mentalfloss.com/article/81952/discover-historys-coolest-women-who-are-missing-wikipedia
https://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-knowledge/
https://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-knowledge/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Introduction_%20to_policies_and_guidelines


Do:   “Training for Students,” Wikipedia.org, 30 Oct. 2017, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/For_students  

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 3: Crowd-Powered Collaboration.” Journalism Next. 

Skills Workshop: Coding/Editing/Adding to Wikipedia – Emrys Moreau, OSUT Library  

 

2/21 Wikipedia Continued: Phil Ochs Project 

Do: Post a draft of your planned edits/additions (300-600 words), complete with coding, to 
googledrive. Your draft should include a list of primary and/or secondary sources used to 
uncover information (a bibliography). We will use googledocs to peer review each others’ works-
in-progress.  

For research, review the reference resources in the Tulsa library related to Ochs, the 1960s 
and (folk) music; search for scholar publications about his life and works in the library databases 
or on the shelves; review the digital resources on Ochs, Sing Out!, Broadside Magazine, and 
Folk Music listed on the “Resources” page of the course blog, collected in the shared Evernote 
notebook, or discussed on the Slack channel #ochs.  

DUE: Final Wikipedia edits, as well as your critical reflection essay on the process, will be due 
on Sunday 2/25 by 11:59 pm. See the instruction sheet for full details about when, where and 
how to submit your deliverables.  

 

2/28 Archives – Guthrie Museum 

Questions: What is an archivist, and what do they do? What are the best practices for 
preserving the historical record and what does this mean for public access and scholarship? 

Read: 

• “What do Archivists Do All Day.” Peel Art Gallery, Museum & Archive. 16 July 2015, 
https://peelarchivesblog.com/2015/07/16/what-do-archivists-do-all-day/  

• “Archives.” The Woody Guthrie Museum, http://woodyguthriecenter.org/archives/ -- 
especially the “Finding Aids” for the “Phil Ochs Papers” and the “Michael Ochs 
Collection”  

Optional:  

• “Introduction to Archives.” King’s College,  http://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/archive-
centre/introduction-archives/index.html -- especially sections 1-6  

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; due before class today (2/28). 
No need to comment this week.  

 

3/7 Digital Capture and Archiving 

Questions: Why don’t archives digitize everything? What’s involved in digitization? What tools 
are available to assist with digitization?  

Read:  

• Rick Prelinger, “Archives and Access in the 21st Century.” Cinema Journal, vol. 46, no. 3, 
Spring 2007, https://muse.jhu.edu/article/217200  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Training/For_students
https://peelarchivesblog.com/2015/07/16/what-do-archivists-do-all-day/
http://woodyguthriecenter.org/archives/
http://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/archive-centre/introduction-archives/index.html
http://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/archive-centre/introduction-archives/index.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/217200


• “Why Don’t Archivists Digitize Everything?” Peel Art Gallery, Museum & Archive. 31 May 
2017, https://peelarchivesblog.com/2017/05/31/why-dont-archivists-digitize-everything/ 

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 4: Going Mobile.” Journalism Next. 

Skills Workshop: Using ScannerPro; OCR conversion and correction (GoogleDrive)  

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; due before class today (3/7). 
Comment on at least two of your peers’ posts by Sunday 3/11.  

 

3/14 Sound Capture and Editing (Jason Collington) 

Questions: How do you conduct an informative interview? What are best practices for 
recording, editing and publishing audio material? What tools can you use?  

Read: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 6: Making Audio Journalism Visible.” Journalism Next. 

Resources:  

• Denise Lu. “The Beginner’s Guide to SoundCloud.” Mashable. 10 Nov. 2013, 
http://mashable.com/2013/11/10/soundcloud-beginners-guide/#60WoMbyCD5q3  

• “Getting Started with Audacity.” https://manual.audacityteam.org/quick_help.html  

• David Taylor, “Audacity: Complete Tutorial for Beginners 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCisC3sHneM  

• UC Berkley Grad School of Journalism, Advanced Media Institute Tutorials. “Audacity,” 
https://multimedia.journalism.berkeley.edu/tutorials/audacity/  

Skills Workshop: Conducting and recording an Interview; Using “Recorder” (or other software 
for capture); Using Audacity (or other) for editing; Using SoundCloud for uploading 

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; due before class today (3/14), 
but note that this one will require some extra effort. Start early! No commenting required, 
but do share your playlists and discuss as prep for the interviews. 

 

3/21 No Class - Spring break 

 

3/28 Working with Video  

Questions: What are best practices for recording, editing and publishing video material? How 
can you use video and audio together to tell a compelling story? What tools can you use?  

Optional: Mark Briggs, “Chapter 5: Visual Storytelling with Photos” and “Chapter 7: Telling 
Stories with Video.” Journalism Next.  

Watch: “Shoot and Edit Video on an iPhone,” UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism, 
Advanced Media Institute Tutorials, 
https://multimedia.journalism.berkeley.edu/tutorials/shoot-edit-video-iphone/  

Resources:  

• Kelli Marshal, “Ripping and Clipping DVDs,” Reframe, Univ of Sussex, March 2015, 
http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/files/2015/03/Marshall-Ripping-and-
Clipping-DVDs.pdf  

https://peelarchivesblog.com/2017/05/31/why-dont-archivists-digitize-everything/
http://mashable.com/2013/11/10/soundcloud-beginners-guide/#60WoMbyCD5q3
https://manual.audacityteam.org/quick_help.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCisC3sHneM
https://multimedia.journalism.berkeley.edu/tutorials/audacity/
https://multimedia.journalism.berkeley.edu/tutorials/shoot-edit-video-iphone/
http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/files/2015/03/Marshall-Ripping-and-Clipping-DVDs.pdf
http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/files/2015/03/Marshall-Ripping-and-Clipping-DVDs.pdf


• Miriam Ross and Greer Fyfe, “How-To Video Essays.” Reframe, Univ of Sussex, Feb 
2015, http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-
video-essays-by-greer-fyfe-and-miriam-ross/> 

• The Open Video Project, https://open-video.org/ -- Open source video clips 

• Neo’s Clip Archive, http://thecliparchive.com/ -- Open source video clips 

• Don’t forget Creative Commons and Flickr for fair use image (and audio) searches 

Skills Workshop: Ripping/Capturing Video; Editing video (using iMovie, Windows Movie Maker, 
or another); Sharing Video on Youtube of Vimeo 

Task: create a short video with subtitles/annotations or voiceover narration (about Ochs, 
friends, folk music or the 60s); upload to vimeo/youtube and embed in your blog; Write a short 
reflection on the exercise 

Blog Post: See the “Task” for 3/14. Embed your “Introduction to Ochs” clip and reflect on the 
production process. Read and comment on your peers’ posts by Sunday 4/1. 

 

4/4  Project Development & Story-Telling (Jason Collington) 

Questions: How do we want the Phil Ochs Timeline to look? What information should we 
include or exclude? What multimedia assets should we include/exclude? Who should be 
responsible for which tasks?  

Read: TBD 

Skill: How to tell a good story; Mind-Mapping/Story-Boarding 

Brainstorming: Phil Ochs Multimedia Timeline (Woody Guthrie Center)  

• Today we will be brainstorming; assigning roles and responsibilities; setting up a 
communication plan and tentative deadlines.  

• Your will be assigned to a group and asked create a “sketch” for the story we want to tell 
about Ochs’s life via our timeline. Use a mind mapping tool and/or timeline app to sketch 
the project outlines and share with the group. 

• For possible mind-mapping tools your group could use see: Harry Guinness, “10 Best 
Mind-Mapping Tools for Better Brainstorming.” EnvatoTuts+, 18 September  2017, 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/  

• I’d also recommend read-write-think’s rudimentary mapping tool to draft your ideas: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/ 

See the Resources page of the course blog for Phil Ochs resources that might be of use. 

 

4/11 Timeline Development 

Questions: How does the technology we have chosen for our Timeline project work? What do 
we need to learn in order to use it effectively?  

Skill: Working with timeline tools  

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; due before class today (4/11). 
We will comment in class. 

 

http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-video-essays-by-greer-fyfe-and-miriam-ross/
http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-video-essays-by-greer-fyfe-and-miriam-ross/
https://open-video.org/
http://thecliparchive.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/
https://amst3683.wordpress.com/resources/


4/18 Timeline Construction  

Questions: Are there things we still need to know in order to produce a compelling visual 
chronology of Ochs life and works? How can/should we go about discovering and including 
those things?  

Continue research and construction 

No blog post but share resources on Evernote or Slack #ochs 

 

4/25 Timeline Construction 

Complete and Review Timeline; Pitch the Timeline to Woody Guthrie Center; Revise as needed  

No blog post but share resources on Evernote or Slack #ochs 

 

5/2 Debrief 

Deliver Timeline! Reflect and Relax! 

Blog Post: See the Course Blog or Slack for this week’s prompt; due before class today (5/2). 
We will comment in class. 
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