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Oklahoma Peoples & Places:  
A Multimedia Interpretive Essay Project 

 
Goal: To produce a complex and compelling multimedia story about an individual, event or 
community of significance to Oklahoma history. Combining historical and ethnographic research, 
and using the various media production skills you will learn in this course, you will create an 
interpretive essay that examines an aspect of Oklahoma's past and shows how it influences the 
present. You will explain, in an approachable way, what makes your person, event, or 
community significant, and invite people to care about it by placing it in a larger context and 
posting the results online.  

Examples of such critical story-telling are sprinkled throughout the syllabus (especially 
on 9/10 & 9/17), but a good source of inspiration might be this Atavist story about the 
flood plain in NYC: “Rising Tides, Rising Costs” 
<https://cnycn.creatavist.com/risingtides>.   

Note that the story incorporates (info)graphics, imagery, sound and video to convey information 
and situates its individuals as “characters” in a larger story about the location--its history, its 
social structures, its trials, tribulations and achievements. You should think of your story in these 
terms: what is your setting, who are your characters, what is the central drama or driving 
conflict, what mood or tone is appropriate, and what is the theme? What message do you want 
people to take away from interacting with this place, these people, and their trials?  
 
The assignment will be staged over the course of the semester and will include several 
components:  
 

1. Project Proposal: Write a 250-500 word proposal that outlines your subject, your 
central idea or organizing principle [i.e. your way in to the subject], and a plan for 
collecting data about the subject. Who are your “characters,” what is the “setting” and 
what do you hope to convey by looking at these characters and settings? Your 
proposal will constitute your Blog Post for the week. It will be due by 11:59 pm on 
Tuesday 9/29.  
 

2. Annotated bibliography = 10% of course grade (or 100 points total). It will be due in 
class on 10/15. 

• Part 1: Identify, cite and write a brief synopsis of 5-7 source documents related 
to your subject (50 points). At least 4 of the documents must be secondary 
source materials produced by acknowledged scholars and/or contained in peer-
reviewed journals or websites. Do NOT count Wikipedia as one of your sources 
(remember, it’s a starting place for research, not an end in itself). The other 
sources may be a combination of primary and secondary sources. Ideally, you 
should select sources that express a range of opinion about the person, period or 
events. 

• Part 2: Compose a brief essay (2-3 pages) that synthesizes what you’ve found, 
what you still need to find, and how you might use these resources. Review any 
issues, problems or controversies among scholars regarding the your case study 
and describe the range of opinion about these issues. How do you think you will 
represent these differences in your project (i.e. where will you stand on the 
issues and how will you handle alternative opinions)? (50 points).  
 

3. HistoryPin Photo Collection: Using the online photo repository HistoryPin, you will 
create a photo “collection” related to your topic for the research project. You will find and 
upload at least 3 historical photos (or “favorite” existing ones) related to your subject and 



create at least 2 more contemporary photos that capture something about your subject 
as it exists in time and space. If you work on a community, this will obviously be easy, 
but if you are working on a person or event, you might need to get creative with the 
historical photos--what geographic spaces and/or places help us understand your 
subject? What buildings, neighborhoods, monuments, or roadside attractions provide 
insight into the subject? How would you “locate” the subject? HistoryPin Collection = 
10% of your course grade (or 100 points). It will be due before class on 10/22; post a 
link and any relevant comments on your blog. 
 

4. Create a map, interactive timeline, or infographic about your subject. Maps, 
timelines and infographics are relatively easy to create and can add great depth and 
complexity to an online story by filling in background information or providing a broader 
context for understanding the subject. We will take time in class to work with some of the 
tools available to produce such graphics, and you will create a graphic related to your 
subject. Think of this as a way of condensing what you’ve learned from your secondary 
source research. Map, Timeline or Infographic = 10% of course grade (100 points). 
This will be due before class on 10/29; post a link and any relevant comments on your 
blog.  

 
5. Oral History Interview. After getting a primer on how to do oral history from OSU 

librarian Sarah Mattingly, you will be asked to conduct an interview with a person or 
persons knowledgeable about your chosen subject matter. Then, you will write a brief 
reflective essay (2-3 pages) that synthesizes what you have learned during the interview 
and outlines how you plan to incorporate the interview into your larger project. Interview 
& Reflective Essay = 10% of course grade (100 points). The reflective essay will be 
due in class on 11/12; this means the interview must be completed before that date.   

 
6. Oral Presentation of Draft Plans: On 11/19, you will present an 8-10 minute 

introduction to your research project. This may take the form of a storyboard “walk 
through” or a powerpoint presentation. Either way, you should cover the following 
questions: 
• What is your topic? Why did you choose it?  
• Who are your characters, what is the setting, and what is your thesis? 
• What do you know about the (historical, social, or cultural) context surrounding your 

subject?  
• What additional research do you think you need to do on the context?  
• How do you plan to present your material? Which photos, maps, timelines, 

infographics, audio and/or video clips, do you plan to use and why?  
• How will you deliver the expository or explanatory content? How will you balance text 

and graphic and/or media elements? 
• How do you plan to present your multimedia essay? Using what tools (a Word Press 

Blog, Adobe Slate, Storehouse, Atavist, a video essay created in Moviemaker, 
iMovie, or another program)? Why did you select this medium? 

• What questions do you have about your choices so far? What can the class help you 
with as you get serious about drafting the final?  
 

7. Revised Storyboard or Script: You will take the feedback you gathered on 11/19 and 
revise your plans accordingly. Then, you will submit a final storyboard or script (choose 
ONE) to your blog by 11:59 pm on Tuesday 11/24. 



• Basic Instructions: The Story Board or Script  (whichever method you choose) 
should provide a blueprint for how your interpretive essay will look and sound. It 
should introduce your subject, characters, and setting and outline the thesis you 
hope to convey. What do you want your audience to take away from their encounter 
with the range of materials you plan to use? It should address matters of content but 
also matters of form, and it should explicitly articulate the connections between 
graphical, textual and audio-visual elements of the story. That is, how are your 
words, pictures and films or sounds going to be orchestrated to achieve the desired 
effect? How will you arrange things on the screen and how will you signal to your 
visitors the various paths they could take through the material? How much freedom 
of choice will you give readers to meander through the story, and how much control 
will you (need to) exert?    

• StoryBoards may be hand drawn or created using a digital tool like StoryBoardThat 
(http://www.storyboardthat.com), Twine.ly (http://twinery.org/), tablet drawing apps, 
or free mind-mapping software (see this LifeHacker blog post for 5 good options: 
http://lifehacker.com/five-best-mind-mapping-tools-476534555). They should begin 
with your subject and your thesis. They should then take viewers through the course 
of the story: How many different sections will there be? What material will each 
section consist of (words, images, video, audio, graphics, or some combination?)? 
How will the sections be organized or ordered in relation to each other 
(chronologically; according to character, setting or theme; according to causes and 
effect or some other logical pattern, etc.)? How will you signal to your readers the 
paths available through the material (using what mechanisms--links, arrows, hooks, 
horizontal rules, tables, paragraph indentations, other?)?   

• Scripts should contain two parts: 
o Part 1 should outline the expository narrative you plan to use to guide 

movement through the materials (What is your subject and thesis? How will 
you go about supporting it, using what logical moves? How many sections will 
the project have and which evidence will go in which section?). You need not 
write a complete draft of the essay for this part of the script; simply identify 
the different sections, the content you plan to use there and the aims you 
intend to accomplish. (“Section one: introduces the topic and argues that . . .” 
“Section two: provides biographical background on the main character Mrs X; 
in it readers will learn about a, b, c and how these events helped shape her 
life;” “Section 3: provide broader historical context; it provides information 
about gender and sexual mores in that time period and looks at legal cases 
related to property ownership and women’s rights (or lack thereof); this will 
help viewers see how Mrs X’s choices were to some degree “forced” by the 
circumstances surrounding her; etc.) “Chunk” the information and arrange it 
according to a logical progression, so that each chunk builds toward your 
thesis/conclusion.   

o Part 2 of the script should outline the audio-visual elements to accompany 
this narrative. What images, graphics, videos or sound clips will you use and 
in which sections? How will these elements be integrated into and 
commented upon in the narrative? How will they reinforce, develop or expand 
the argument?  

o For the Script I’d recommend taking a series of notebook pages and 
dividing them in two vertically; place the narrative outline (part 1) on the left 
and the audio-visual outline (part 2) on the right. Locate elements of part 2 
next to those elements of part one they are meant to modify or develop.  



8. Create a rudimentary audio or video “story” about your subject (1-3 minutes 
max). You have two options for this project. Choose ONE:  
• Using the free Audacity sound-editing tool (or another app, like Garage Band), 

you may edit the “Oral History” interview into a manageable “story” about your 
subject, following the basics of good digital story-telling (which we will discuss in 
class). The “Story Corps” format provides a good model to follow for this option 
(see: http://storycorps.org). OR 

• Using readily available presentation tools and/or video editing software (Windows 
MovieMaker, iMovie, Adobe Voice, Kate’s Video ToolKit, Power Point), create a 
short video about one or more of the primary sources or material artifacts you 
have discovered related to your project (primary sources might include 
newspaper accounts, diaries, interviews--including your oral history interview--or 
other direct reflections on historical persons or events; material artifacts might 
include photos, tools, crafts, objects and architecture). Situate these artifacts 
within the larger story you want to tell about your person, event or community--
how do these resources define the person, inform us about the event, build (or 
reflect) the community, etc. For example, if you want to write about the former 
“Black Wall Street,” you might interview current and former North Tulsa 
community members about the importance of the Black Wall Street (option one); 
you might conduct a virtual walking tour of the area as it is now (option 2), or you 
might analyze the history and design of the Black Wall Street monument that now 
sits in front of the Greenwood Cultural Center (option 3). Keep it simple and 
focused (i.e. choose only ONE of these options, not all of them at the same time). 
Videos should include explanatory material in the form of a voice-over-narration, 
intertitles, subtitles or some combination of these tools. Simply showing images 
with a nice melodic overlay will not cut it; there must be some expository content 
and a clear purpose to the video essay. How does it contribute to the larger story 
you want to tell?  

 
Think of the video/audio clips as a way to flesh out the broader context--historical, social, 
or cultural--of your story. These mini-stories should be focused around a central question 
or idea, they should use primary source materials (the interviews, photos, objects, and 
other resources you’ve collected) to illustrate the idea, and they should draw on the 
secondary source research that you’ve done to provide a broader context for 
understanding the subject. They should be no longer than 3 minutes.  

• For tips on making video essays, see Miriam Ross and Greer Fyfe, “How-To 
Video Essays” http://reframe.sussex.ac.uk/audiovisualessay/resources/how-to-
guides/how-to-video-essays-by-greer-fyfe-and-miriam-ross/. The essay includes 
many helpful “how-to” appendices, which feature step-by-step guides to finding 
and editing video using iMovie, Windows Movie Maker, and even social video 
sites like Vine. It also explains how to upload your content to YouTube. 

Video/Audio story = 10% of course grade (or 100 points). It will be due before class 
on 12/3; post a copy to YouTube or Vimeo and then embed the link in your Blog.  

 
9. Integrate your research and source materials into a coherent, comprehensive 

digital “magazine” story. There are many possible models for such story-telling, 
including mainstream digital magazines and news sites. Wired Magazine and the 
New York Times, for example, regularly uses sophisticated multimedia stories to 
enliven their online content. I’d also recommend (again) the Center for NYC 
Neighborhoods’ “Rising Tides Rising Costs” essay as a compelling example of how 
story-telling techniques can be used for expository purposes: 



https://cnycn.creatavist.com/risingtides. You may create a separate page on your 
Blog to host this story, create a new blog (with a more “story friendly”) template and 
link it to your existing blog, or use any of the easy-to-use multimedia story-telling 
platforms now available for tablets and computers. I’d recommend Atavist 
(https://atavist.com), Storehouse (https://www.storehouse.co) or Adobe Slate 
(https://standout.adobe.com/slate/). Final Project = 20% of course grade (or 200 
points).  Post a link to your Blog by 5:30 pm on Thursday 12/10. Then come 
celebrate!   

 


