
AMST3683 Culture in the Making 
Dr. Takacs  Fall 2015 

Blog Instructions 
 
We will use a public Word Press blog for reflective writing and discussion in this class. Each 
participant will set up and tend his or her own blog, which will be linked to the central course site. 
Please email me the URL of your blog by the end of class on 8/20. I will add it to your user 
profile and create a “Blogroll” with a link to your blog from the main course page. Each of you 
should also create such a Blogroll and/or sign up to follow feeds from your peers. We’ll talk 
about how to do these things during Week 1. 
 
There are two components to this assignment:  
 

• Posting: Ten times during the semester, you will post 100-300 words on your blog (not 
the course blog). Assignments for these posts will vary. You may be asked to comment 
on assigned readings, review online resources (online archives, for example), analyze 
images or artifacts, collate and synthesize sources on a particular subject, or report on 
the progress of one or more class projects. See below for particular assignments. In 
addition to these assignments, you should consider your blog a place to share new ideas, 
resources, or Web 2.0 tools and techniques as you find them. Blogs are a conversation 
medium--treat them as such! Try to solicit an audience and hold its attention, even if it’s 
just an audience of your peers.  

o Exception: Blog Post 5 will be a slightly longer assignment (250-500 words).  In 
it you will propose your topic and research strategy for the research project. 
project proposal and should be slightly longer 250-500 words. 

o Extra Credit: Particularly “active” bloggers may receive up to 20 points of extra 
credit if their posts contribute in a meaningful way to the course.  

• Commenting: Each week you should make at least one comment on a peer’s post, or 
link to something they have said in your own blog. A “blog roll” featuring all student blogs 
will be posted on the main course site, but you may also subscribe to your fellow 
students’ blogs to have messages pushed to you for review. Again, particularly active 
commenters can earn extra credit.  

• It is possible to combine Posts and Comments by engaging a peer (or two) in 
conversation around the readings. So, for example, you could use your long post for the 
week to respond to one of the questions a peer asks at the end of his or her post, or you 
could quote a part of a peers’ post as a springboard for additional discussion. Each 
reference to a peer in your own post will be treated as the equivalent of a “comment.” 
Make sure you attribute all quotations to the sources, use the “blockquote” 
function to set quotations off from the rest of the text, and cite or link back to the 
original source.  

 
For information on how to write a blog post, see: 

o “Blogging as a Genre,” Online Journalism Blog, Nov. 13, 2008, 
http://onlinejournalismblog.com/2008/11/13/an-attempt-to-define-blogging-as-a-genre/ 

o Dean Reick, “The Ultimate Blogger Writing Guide,” copyblogger (blog), Nov 2008, 
http://www.copyblogger.com/blogging-writing-guide/  

For information on how to write useful comments, see  
o Mignon Fogarty, “How to Write a Great Blog Comment.”  

For help with setting up or using the Blog, see:  
o Learn Word Press Tutorials, https://learn.wordpress.com  

 
 
 



Blogging Etiquette 
• Participate actively and often. Hastily crafted, last minute contributions and comments are 

not conducive to learning.  
• Respect others' opinions. If you disagree with what another has said, post your thoughts in 

an objective manner. Do not make remarks that are offensive or can be taken personally. 
• Keep the discussion within the scope of the course material, and refrain from injecting overly 

personal material into your posts or comments. This is not your diary. 
• While blog posts may be less formal than written essays, they should still be legible.  

o Your aim is to communicate ideas clearly and concisely and to generate conversation, 
so be wary of over using slang, emoticons, or “text speak.”  

o Write in complete sentences, and proofread before you hit “Post.”  
• Do speak to your audience as if they are partners in the conversation. Ask questions and 

respond to comments when they come to you.  
 
Late Policy: Blog postings and comments that are late will receive a 0.  
 
Criteria for Evaluation 
 
Blog Post (up to 10 points)  
 

Exemplary  
10 

 
The post is focused and coherently integrates examples with analysis. It 
shows in-depth engagement with course materials and tasks and 
contributes actively to class discussion. There is an argument, and it is 
logical, easy to follow and thought-provoking. The writing shows 
command of the English language and rules of grammar and syntax; the 
tone is conversational and invites readers to participate. Shows mastery 
of course materials and of the form of blog writing.  
 

Proficient 
8 

 
The post is focused and integrates examples but may be weak on 
evaluation or analysis. It shows some engagement with course materials, 
is on task, and contributes somewhat to class discussion. There is an 
argument, but it may be difficult to follow the logic. The post is generally 
well-written but may contain a few basic writing errors, typos or spelling 
mistakes.  The author could do more to engage the reader, but the post 
shows a competent grasp of course materials & tasks.  
 

Basic  
6 

 
The post lacks focus, is overly personal, or does not move beyond basic 
summary or description of course materials; the posrt may be off-topic or 
off task. There is little analysis or evaluation and only weak attempts to 
apply concepts to examples. The post does not add much to class 
discussion. The argument may be unclear or veer off course. There are  
more than a few writing errors, typos or spelling mistakes. The author 
does little to engage the reader & shows only a weak grasp of concepts.  

 
Unacceptable 

3 
 

The post does not engage with course materials and tasks in an 



appropriate way. Either there is no attempt to engage, or the type of 
engagement may be hostile (more like a rant than an attempt to think and 
converse). There is little analysis or evaluation present and no attempt to 
apply concepts to examples. It does not appear the author has made an 
effort to read and understand the course materials. The post may be so 
poorly written as to be illegible, may lack an argument, may be off-task, or 
may exhibit the wrong tone. The student is encouraged to reapply him or 
herself and to visit the Writing Center for assistance.  
 

No Credit The student fails to post at all. There is nothing to assess.  
 
Comments (-5 to 0 points) -- Note: You do not earn points for commenting--it is an 
expected part of being a blogger--you lose them if you perform poorly.   
 

Exemplary  
0 

 
Comments are focused and show an in-depth engagement with the 
author’s ideas. They are well-written & appropriately critical yet 
constructive. There are 3-4 comments.  
 

Proficient 
-1 

 
Comments are generally focused but could show more engagement with 
the author’s ideas and/or with course materials. They may be hastily or 
sloppily written and lack clarity or a “critical edge.” There are 2-3 
comments  
 

Basic  
-2 

 
Comments may lack focus and could show more engagement with the 
author’s ideas and/or with course materials. They may be hastily or 
sloppily written, lack clarity and/or add nothing to the conversation (i.e. 
they mostly summarize what has already been said). The tone may be 
slightly hostile or otherwise inappropriate. There is only 1 comment or 
comments are too brief to be meaningful.  

 

Unacceptable 
-3 

 
Comments may lack focus, polish, or appropriate deference. They show 
no engagement with the author’s ideas and/or with course materials, and 
no attempt to be critical or civil. The basic rules of discussion etiquette 
may be violated, or there may be only one, overly brief comment.  
 

No Comment 
-5 Student fails to engage at all. There are no comments to evaluate. 
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Blog Topics and Due Dates  
 
Blog Post 1: Due Tuesday 8/25 by 11:59 pm 

• Write a (100-300 word) post that responds to one or more of the readings assigned for 
8/27. Introduce your main issue or idea, provide some reflective thoughts on the subject, 
and end with an invitation to discuss. Due Tuesday 8/25 by 11:59 pm 

Comments: Due Wednesday 8/26 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts.  

 
Blog Post 2: Due Tuesday 9/1 by 11:59 pm 

• Write a post (100-300 words) that reviews a Wikipedia entry of your choice related to the 
American history, society or culture. How well does Wiki entry adhere to the “community 
standards” established by Wikipedia (especially standards of “neutrality” and 
“verifiability”)? If you were helping to edit Wikipedia, what changes might you suggest 
and why?  

Comments: Due Wednesday 8/26 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts. Make sure your 

comments are constructive and advance conversation.  
 
Blog Post 3: Due Tuesday 9/8 by 11:59 pm 

• Write a 100-300 word critical review of 1 or 2 of the digital history sites assigned for 9/10. 
Follow the guidelines on the “Critical Review Instructions” for details and be sure to 
embed links and/or screen shots from the sites to illustrate the post.  

Comments: Due Wednesday 9/9 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts.  

Blog Post 4: Due Tuesday 9/22 by 11:59 pm  
• Examine at least ONE site from EACH of the following columns. Run a search for terms 

related to your research project. What sorts of images are available? View the copyright 
information (“view description”): How many images are in the public domain? What sorts 
of images are NOT in the public domain? Why is that? On commercial sites, filter by 
“rights managed” or “royalty free” and see how the available collections change.  

Public Image Collections 
 

Commercial Image Collections 

Library of Congress 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/  

 

National Geographic  
http://www.natgeocreative.com/ngs/ 

National Archives & Records Admin 
http://www.archives.gov  

 

Getty Images 
http://www.gettyimages.com 

Beryl Ford Collection (Tulsa Public Lib) 
http://cdm15020.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Flickr https://www.flickr.com 

 
• Write a 100-300 word blog post, reflecting on your experience searching the image 

collections above: What strategies will you need to use to find imagery for your project? 
How will you need to handle that imagery in order to comply with “fair use” guidelines? 
Identify at least one image you think you could use in your project and explain why (and 
how) you think it might be “fair” to use it. Identify at least one image you think you could 
NOT use in the project and explain why it is not “fair” to use it?  



Comment: Due Wednesday 9/23 by 11:59 pm.   
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts.  

 
Blog Post 5 Project Proposal: Due Tuesday 9/29 by 11:59 pm 

• Write a slightly longer Blog Post (250-500 words) that identifies your subject for the 
research project, explains your rationale for choosing it, and outlines the aims of the 
project: What is your “frame” (ala Kyvig and Marty)? What do you hope to accomplish by 
investigating this subject (why this topic and not another)? What do you hope to teach 
people about it, and why? What is your hypothesis at this point? What do you need to 
learn about the subject in order to make a convincing case (i.e. what research will you 
need to do? What’s your research plan)?  

Comment: Due Wednesday 9/30 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts. Make sure your 

comments are constructive and advance conversation.   
 
Blog Post 6: Due Tuesday 10/6 by 11:59 pm  

• Write a 100-300 word blog post. You have two options this week:  
(a) Compare and contrast the photo essays assigned for 10/8. How do the projects differ 

in their narrative framing? In their structure? In their impact? Which do you prefer 
and why?  

(b) Identify a photo essay on the web that you find particularly meaningful, moving or 
intellectually stimulating, and share it with your peers. As you review the essay (use 
the “Critical Review” handout to help with this), try to put your finger on why you find 
it effective. What about the selection, legitimation, and/or presentation of the material 
is useful or compelling?  

Comment: Due Wednesday 10/7 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts. Make sure your 

comments are constructive and advance conversation.   
 
Blog Post 7: Due Tuesday 10/20 by 11:59 pm ( 

• Write a 100-300 word blog post. You have two options this week:  
(a) Find an example of a statistic or infographic that “lies” or otherwise obfuscates the 

truth and explain what’s problematic about it.  
(b) Find an example or two of historical maps, timelines, or infographics that you think 

are useful and explain why. When and how might data be used effectively, and when 
and how might it be abused?  

Comment: Due Wednesday 10/21 by 11:59 pm 
• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts. Make sure your 

comments are constructive and advance conversation.  
 
Blog Post 9: Due Tuesday 11/10 by 11:59 pm 

• Write a 100-300 word blog post. You have two options this week:  
(a) Compare and contrast the style of the two video essays assigned for this week 

(11/12) and explain which style you prefer and why? Or  
(b) What would you say makes a video essay “good” (or intellectually stimulating)? What 

makes it “bad” or frustrating? Use examples you found on the web to illustrate what 
you think the features of a good/bad video essay might be. Be sure to embed a link 
to the video(s) so others can see.  

Comment: Due Wednesday 11/11 by 11:59 pm 



• Post a comment (25-100 words) on at least one of your peer’s posts. Make sure your 
comments are constructive and advance conversation.  

 
Blog Post 10:  Due Tuesday 12/1 by 11:59 pm  

• Write a 100-300 word post that reflects on what you learned in this course. Consider the 
aims and skills outlined at the beginning of the syllabus: how confident do you feel in the 
areas discussed? Which aspects of the course were surprising or helpful to you, and 
which need work? What do you think you will take with you from the course (and what 
will you leave)?  
o Note: I WILL read these before entering your final grades, so be constructive rather 

than cantankerous in your comments. You should express any larger or more 
problematic frustrations in the anonymous forum of the official class survey.  

• No comments due this week, though you are encouraged to examine your peers’ 
posts and comment as you see fit.  

 


